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Summer lraditionally has been the season whon Congress
has scrutinized Romanla's human rights record in connection
with the annual Most-Favorcd-Nation (MFN) status review. Be-
cause Romanla renounced this status in February of this year,
no MFN hearings took place. Yot Romania was the subject of
much congressional attention this summer.

On July 28, Reprasentative Robert Doman Introduced H. Res.
505, condemaing the systematic violation of internationally rec-

nized human rights by the Government of Romanla. Ho was

ned by 60 co-sponsors. And on August 11, the Senate unani-
mously adopted Resolution 4681, Introduced by Commissioner
Frank Lautenberg, condemning Romania for its human righls
abuses, particularly its plan to raze villages. In introducing the
resolution, Commissioner Lautenberg noted that this plan “ls
only one part of an overall pattem In which the Romanlan Gov-
emment continues to violate the human rights of all of its citi-
zens . . " He went on to point out, "It has a sad history of de-
nying ethnic minorities, among them 2.6 milllon Hungarians,
Germans, Serds, Croatlans, Saxons, and Ukrainians, the right to
preserve their unique cultural hertage and native language, and
the right of their children to be educated in their native tongue.”

Also on the House side, Chairman Steny Hoyer presented an
update on human rights and human contacts-related develop-

ments in Romania since last summer. He pointed out that while
legal Romanlan emigration to the United States has declined
over the past year, the flow of Romanlan refugees fleeing into
:'iu ary and other neighboring countries has tumed into a

Chalrman Hoyer noted tha Commission’s continuing concem
over prisoners of consclence and the state of religious and mi-
nority rights in Romania. President Ceausescu prociaimed two
amnesties during the period In review, and one of them was
particularly far-reaching. However, disturbing cases are stll
coming to light, including that of Baptist Nesto-Comeliu
Popescu, who has been Incarcerated In a psychlatric faciiity
since Octlober 1087 because of his outspoken criticism of Ro-
manlan policies. Popescu, his family and Western diplomats fa-
millar with the case maintain that he is sane.

Hoyer pointed out that Romania's economioc situation contin-
ues to deteriorate. While hunger and mainutrition have taken
hold In the population, President Coausescu is proceeding with
a costly modernization campaign with the stated goal of placing
urban and rural conditions on an even level. Unfortunately, that
level will be axceedingly low.

Coples of a more detailled Commission update on human
rights in Romania are available on request.

"Commission Holds Briefing

with Soviet Pentecostal Actlvists

Two Soviet Pentecostal emigration leaders, Boris Parchatkin
and Vitaly Istomin, spoke on August 4 at a Helsinki Commission
public briefing, chalred by Representative Chris Smith (R-NJ).
During the session, the two religious activisls presented their
prepared statement and responded to numerous questions.

Both activists come from the devout Pentecostal community

of Nakhodka, a Pacific coast city . Both men were leaders of its
decade-long Pentecostal emigration campalign, and both were
imprisoned for a total of 4 years for their religious and emigra-
tion activities. Perchatkin emigrated from the Soviet Union in
July, while Istomin came to the United States in March.

Perchatkin and Istomin summed up the history of Soviet re-
pression of the Nadhodka Pentecostal community: its members
have been subjected to 80 trials, and have spent a total of 350
years in Soviet labor camps, where seven people died; four
members were executed for their religious beliels; and four seots
of parents were forced by the authorities to place thelr children
in orphanages. In addition, Leonid Litvinenko, Pavel Grigoryants,
Nikolai Vins, and two other Pentecostals are still imprisoned be-
cause they refuse 10 request pardons.

Tuming to the present situation, the actlvisis noted that a
record number of several thousand Soviet Pentecostals were al-
lowed to emigrate 10 the West in 1888. Most Soviet Pentecos-
lals emigrate on German or Israell vyzovs. Only a few Pente-
costals have managed to get out using Amaearican vyzovs which
the Soviet authorities do not like to accept.

Under Soviet law, all religious organizations are required to
regisler with the Soviet Government. The Pentecostals have
been reluctant 10 do 80; however, because registration requires
the fulfiiment of some conditions which violale their bellefs.
Perchatkin and lstomin estimated that out of a {otal of 200,000
unregisiered Penlecoslals, some 70,000 seek to emigrate In
order {0 escape religious persecution.

The Soviet state today still has an antl-religicus Ideclogy, as
seen In the two anti-religious articles in the Crminal Code, Ac-
cordingly, for most Sovie!l Pentecostals, Gorbachev’s reform
program merely represents a brief breathing spell before the
anti-religious drive is continued. In fact, they feel that even the
current lull in repression is due only to Western pressure and
publicity.

Perchatkin and Istomin have organized a Soviet Pentecostal
emigration advocacy group in West Springfield, Massachusatts
because {hey feel there is a need for a better suppont system
for Soviet Pentdcostals when they first arrive in the West.

! Scanned with |


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

